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About this event  

Course Title:  
Understanding Assessment and Improving Delivery in International GCSE 
Physics 
 
 
Course Code: 4PH1-20IF1 
 
 
Aims and Objectives of the event  
   
During the day you will: 

• be introduced to the idea of assessment objectives: what are they and why 
they are used when writing examination papers, 

• analyse recent question papers and learn which types of question match 
the different assessment objectives,  

• investigate different assessment objectives, considering how questions in 
these areas have been answered by looking at feedback from previous 
exam series, 

• discuss strategies for teaching to try and make sure students can access 
questions targeting different assessment objectives, 

• review the support Pearson offers for the qualification, 
• network, discuss best practice and share ideas with other teachers. 

 
Agenda  
 
Time Item 

9.30 – 10.00 
Welcome  

Tea & Coffee 

10.00 – 10.10 Agenda & Introductions – Housekeeping, Trainer, Delegates 

10.10 – 11.10 Session 1: Explanation of assessment objectives 

11.10 – 11.30 Tea and coffee 

11.30– 12.45 Session 2: AO1 

12.45 – 13.45 Lunch 

13.45 – 15.00 Session 3: AO2 

15.00 – 15.30 Session 4: AO3 

15.30 – 16.00 Plenary session for questions and discussion 

16.00 Course ends 
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Activity 1 – Identifying AOs 

Purpose: 

To familiarise delegates with the three assessment objectives and how they may be 
identified in questions. 

Identify which assessment objective (AO1, AO2 or AO3) is being targeted in each part of 
the following questions taken from 1906 4PH1 1P. 

 AO1 AO2 AO3 

Q3(a)    

Q3(b)    

Q6(a)(i)    

Q6(a)(ii)    

Q6(b)(i)    

Q6(b)(ii)    

Q6(b)(iii)    

Q7(a)    

Q7(b)(i)    

Q7(b)(ii)    

Q7(b)(iii)    

Q7(c)(i)    

Q7(c)(ii)    

Q7(c)(iii)    

Q7(c)(iv)    
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Activity 2 – Marking exercise 

Purpose: 

To familiarise delegates with the requirements of AO1 questions by marking students 
responses. 
 
1906 4PH1 1PR Q2 mark scheme 
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Q2(a)(iii) Example A 

 

 
 
 
Q2(a)(iii) Example B 
 

 
 
 
Q2(a)(iii) Example C 
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Q2(b)(i) Example A 
 

 
 
 
Q2(b)(i) Example B 
 

 
 
 
Q2(b)(i) Example C 
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Q2(b)(iii) Example A 
 

 
 
Q2(b)(iii) Example B 
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Q2(b)(iii) Example C 
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1906 4PH1 1PR Q2 mark scheme 
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Q9(a)(i) Example A 
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Q9(a)(i) Example B 
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Q9(a)(i) Example C 
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Activity 3 – Facilitating Achievement in AO1 Questions 
 
Purpose: 

To introduce and share strategies to allow students to succeed in AO1 questions. 

As teachers, what strategies can we use to help students succeed when attempting AO1 
questions? 

Discuss, with other delegates on your table, teaching and revision strategies that may 
improve students’ performance in AO1 questions. 

•  
 

•  
 

•  
 

•  
 

•  
 

•  
 

•  
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Activity 4 – Question writing (AO2 questions) 
 
Purpose: 

To write questions that target applying students’ knowledge and understanding from 
different areas of the specification. 

Consider the context of a space rocket being launched from Earth. This context could be 
used to ask questions about any of the 8 topics in the specification. 

For example: 

1. Forces and Motion – links to forces or equations of motion 
2. Electricity – circuits used inside the rocket 
3. Waves – sound and light waves received by an observer watching the launch 
4. Energy – conservation of energy during the launch 
5. Solids, Liquids and Gases – liquid oxygen used in the fuel tanks becoming a gas 

before ignition 
6. Magnetism and Electromagnetism – motors used to operate doors etc. 
7. Radioactivity and Particles – radioisotope thermal generator used for heating 
8. Astrophysics – rocket orbit around the Earth / moon 

Task 

Write two questions that would require students to apply their knowledge and 
understanding to solve a problem set in this context. 

Write a mark scheme to accompany each question. Remember – AO2 is for applying 
knowledge and understanding, not simply recalling it.
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Question 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark scheme 1 
 

Question 
number Answer  Notes Marks 

1      
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Question 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark scheme 2 
 

Question 
number Answer  Notes Marks 

2      
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PERSONAL LEARNING 
 

Things to do: 

•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
 
Things to avoid 

•  
•  
•  
•  
•  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 


